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V i r t u a l  P u b l i c  H e a r i n g I n - P e r s o n  P u b l i c  H e a r i n g
September 24, 2024 September 26, 2024

Open House: 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm
Presentation & Public Comment Period: 6:00 pm

Open House: 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
Presentation & Public Comment Period: 6:30 pm

Hilton Garden Inn Jacksonville Airport 
Meeting Room: Concourse A & B

13503 Ranch Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32218
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Introduction

Michael Brock, PE
FDOT Project Manager

Florida Department of Transportation, District 2
1109 S. Marion Avenue
Lake City, Florida 32025

(386) 961-7707 

Michael.Brock@dot.state.fl.us 

www.nflroads.com/US17 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening and welcome to the Subsequent Public Hearing for the US 17 Widening Project, Financial Project Number 209411-8. My name is Michael Brock, and I am the FDOT PD&E Project Manager for the project being presented here tonight. Before we start the presentation, I would like to remind you that you may submit comments at any time during the Hearing and if you would like to submit comments in lieu of, or in addition to comments made at this Hearing, you may email me by using the contact information shown on this slide. Now, I will turn it over to the project team to begin the presentation.
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Hybrid Public Hearing
This Subsequent Public Hearing is being conducted in 

a hybrid format
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HYBRID PUBLIC HEARING

VIRTUAL HEARING

September 24, 2024
https://nflroads.com/vph

Via phone, tablet, or computer

September 26, 2024
Hilton Garden Inn Jacksonville Airport

Meeting Room: Concourse A & B
13503 Ranch Road

Jacksonville, Florida 32218

IN-PERSON HEARING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Public Hearing is being conducted in a hybrid format to provide multiple ways for the public to receive information about the project and provide input.This format uses both a virtual and an in-person option, with the virtual option occurring on September 24, 2024, and the in-person option on September 26, 2024, at the Hilton Garden Inn Jacksonville Airport located at 13503 Ranch Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32218.
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Purpose of a Subsequent Public Hearing

4

Share information

Discuss project changes 
and their impacts

Receive public input

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of tonight’s Subsequent Public Hearing is to share information with the general public, review and discuss the project changes and their impacts, and gather public input. Tonight’s Subsequent Public Hearing also serves as an official forum, providing an opportunity for the public to express their opinions and concerns regarding the project.
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Public Hearing Components
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Presentation

Public Comment 
PeriodOpen House

US 17 (SR 5) Widening Subsequent Hybrid Public Hearing from south of New Berlin Road to Airport Center Drive | Duval County, Florida | FM #: 209411-8

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are three primary components to tonight’s Public Hearing: First, the open house, which occurred prior to this presentation. During the open house, FDOT invited members of the public to view the project displays and speak directly with the project team and provide written comments. Second, this presentation, which will explain the proposed improvements; and Third, a formal comment period following this presentation, in which you will have the opportunity to speak at the microphone or provide comments in writing. 
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Public Notifications
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Newspaper
Invitation  

Letters

Florida 
Administrative 

Register

Invitation 
Emails FDOT Websites

Social Media

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Public Hearing was advertised in the Florida Times Union on September 6th and September 12th, as well as the Florida Administrative Register on September 17th and September 19th. Invitation letters and/or emails of tonight’s proceedings with information on how to access the Hearing platform were sent to property owners, tenants, interested citizens, and elected and appointed officials. Finally, this public hearing was posted on social media feeds, the FDOT Public Notice Website, and the FDOT project website at w w w dot n f l roads dot com forward slash US 17.



US 17 (SR 5/Main Street) Subsequent Hybrid Public Hearing from south of New Berlin Road to Airport Center Drive | Duval County, Florida | FM #: 209411-8

Federal and State Requirements
• Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990 (ADA) 
• Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and Other Nondiscrimination 
Laws 

• 49 CFR Part 24, Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition for Federal and 
Federally-Assisted Programs 

• 40 CFR Part 1506, Other 
Requirements of NEPA 

• Section 120.525, F.S.
Meetings, hearings, and workshops 

• Section 286.011, F.S.
 Government in the Sunshine Law 

• Section 335.199, F.S. Transportation 
projects modifying access to 
adjacent property 

• Section 339.155, F.S. Transportation 
Planning 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Subsequent Public Hearing was advertised consistent with Federal and State requirements shown on display here tonight.
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Public Display Locations

8

Available since September 3, 2024

Highlands Regional Library
1826 Dunn Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32218 

(904) 255-2665

FDOT Jacksonville Urban Office
2198 Edison Ave, Jacksonville, Florida 32204

(904) 360-5400

Ray Greene Dr

Mar Vic Ln

www.nflroads.com/US17 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Project information has been available for review since September 3, 2024, at the FDOT Jacksonville Urban Office and the Highlands Regional Library at the addresses shown on the screen.The documents were also available for review on our project website, shown on the screen and in the handout.
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Civil Rights Act of 1964

Public participation is solicited without regard to 
race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, 

disability, or family status.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation complies with various non-discrimination laws and regulations, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status.
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Title VI – Nondiscrimination Program

Dorothy Neal
District 2 Title VI Coordinator

Florida Department of Transportation
District 2

1109 S. Marion Avenue, MS 2006
Lake City, Florida 32025-5874
Dorothy.Neal@dot.state.fl.us

(386) 961-7616

Stefan Kulakowski, FCCM, CPM
State Title VI Coordinator

Florida Department of Transportation
Equal Opportunity Office

605 Suwannee Street, MS 65
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450

Stefan.Kulakowski@dot.state.fl.us
(850) 414-4742
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Persons may file a formal complaint(s) by writing to:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Persons wishing to express their concerns about Title VI may contact Dorothy Neal, District 2’s Title VI Coordinator in the Lake City Office or Stefan Kulakowski, the State Title VI Coordinator with the Department’s Equal Opportunity Office in Tallahassee. Their contact information is also provided on display at this Hearing.
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Memorandum of Understanding Disclosure

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions 
required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 

project are being, or have been, carried out by Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §327 
and a Memorandum of Understanding dated May 26, 2022, and 

executed by Federal Highway Administration and FDOT.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The environmental studies for this project have been conducted by FDOT District 2 in compliance with all applicable federal environmental laws and pursuant to 23 US Code Section 327 and the implementing Memorandum of Understanding between FDOT and Federal Highway Administration signed on May 26, 2022; the FDOT Office of Environmental Management in Tallahassee is the approving authority.
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Duval County

N

G u l f  o f  
M e x i c o

Tallahassee
Jacksonville

A t l a n t i c  
O c e a n

Gainesville

G E O R G I A

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The project is located in Duval County, Florida.
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Project Location and Background

End Project

Begin Project

Cole Rd W

Center Dr E
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A t l a n t i c  
O c e a n

G E O R G I A

Project 
Location

Duval County

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Located north of I-295 and east of I-95, US 17, also known as Main Street, is a major north-south arterial connecting downtown Jacksonville to Yulee, Florida. This project begins on US 17 south of New Berlin Road and ends north of Airport Center Drive. 



US 17 (SR 5/Main Street) Subsequent Hybrid Public Hearing from south of New Berlin Road to Airport Center Drive | Duval County, Florida | FM #: 209411-8

Project Development Process
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Project Development 
Process

PLANNING

RIGHT-OF-WAY

CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT 
DEVELOPMENT & 

ENVIRONMENT 
STUDY

DESIGN

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation follows a five phase Project Development Process for delivering needed infrastructure improvements to communities throughout the state. The phases include Planning, Project Development & Environment Study, Design, Right-of-Way Acquisition, and Construction.
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Previous Public Hearing
• Previous Public Hearing: 

• January 25, 2007
• Study Limits: 

• US 17 from New Berlin Road to north of 
Pecan Park Road
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End PD&E 
Project

Begin PD&E  
Project

Airport Center Dr E

Pecan Park Rd

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2007, a PD&E Public Hearing was held to present the preferred alternative and gather public feedback. The PD&E study, recommending widening of US 17 to four lanes, was approved in 2008. 
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Project Development Process
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Project Development 
Process

PLANNING

RIGHT-OF-WAY

CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT 
DEVELOPMENT & 

ENVIRONMENT 
STUDY

DESIGN

Completed Completed On-going Not needed Start Fall 2026

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The project is currently in the Design Phase. The Design phase is when the construction plans and cost estimates to build a project are developed. The Design phase is followed by Right-of-Way acquisition and construction. On this project, all proposed improvements will be accommodated within the existing right-of-way and therefore, no right-of-way acquisition is required.   Construction is anticipated to start in the Fall of 2026.Since the 2008 PD&E approval, modifications have been made to the proposed concepts and the design updates will be presented today, at this Hearing.
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Typical Sections 
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2008 PD&E 
Approved 

Typical Section

2024 Design 
Proposed 

Typical Section

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2008 PD&E Approved typical section consisted of four, 12-foot lanes, two in each direction, four-foot shoulders, a 46-foot median and a six-foot sidewalk on the east side of the road.The 2024 Design proposed typical section includes four 11-foot lanes, two in each direction, a ten-foot center turn lane in the median, and a varying six- to ten-foot sidewalk on the east side of the road. 
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What is Access Management?
Access management is the careful planning of the location, 
type, and design of access to properties, businesses, and homes. 
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Interchanges

Median Openings

Traffic Signals

Driveway Openings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of this project, access management improvements are being implemented. Access management is the careful planning of the location, type and design of access to properties, businesses, and homes. This includes median openings, interchanges, driveway openings and traffic signals.  Access management serves to promote safe and efficient movement of people and goods by reducing conflicts. The proposed improvements will also include access management reclassification of US 17 from New Berlin Road to Airport Center Drive from a Class 3 to a Class 5.
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How Does Access Management Improve Safety?
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MORE CONFLICTS LESS CONFLICTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goal of access management is to reduce conflicts between users of the transportation network. Conflict points are points on a roadway where travelers’ paths can legally cross. Access management improves safety by reducing the number of potential conflict points by users of the transportation network. The improvements on display here tonight aim to reduce conflicts and therefore provide a safer roadway for all users.
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Access Management Contact Information

Access Management Review 
Committee

Attention: Carlos Nieto, PE
Florida Department of 

Transportation
2198 Edison Avenue, MS 2815

Jacksonville, Florida 32204
Phone: (904) 360-5455 or 

(800) 207-8236
Email: CarlosA.Nieto@dot.state.fl.us 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
FDOT has an Access Management Review Committee responsible for making decisions regarding access management on the State’s Highway System.  If you have concerns about access that affects your property or business, you may appeal to the Committee and request an opportunity to present your concerns in person or in writing.  The contact information for the Access Management Review Committee can be found in your handout, on the project website, and is also on display tonight.
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Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way
Limited Access Right-of-Way

Proposed Improvements
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Cole Rd W

Ponce Blvd

Oceanway 
Ave

Airport      Center Dr

N Main St

I-295 O
ff-R

am
p

Woodland Dr

Cole R
d W

Convert to a 
Median U-Turn 

Intersection Addition of 
Turn Lane

Addition of 
Grassed 
Median

Addition of 
Grassed 
Median

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will now walk through the major design features of the project. In the following slides, the map on the top of the screen will act as a guide as we walk through the project improvements. The project begins south of New Berlin Road and will widen US 17 from two to four lanes until Airport Center Drive.Access management improvements will be implemented in the form of grassed medians, shown in green, and an exclusive left-turn lane, shown in yellow.At the intersection of New Berlin Road/Cole Road West and US 17 the existing signalized intersection will be converted to a Median U-Turn intersection, with signals at the U-turn points. The next few slides will demonstrate how to navigate the new intersection.
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Navigating the Intersection (Northbound)
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Cole Rd W

Ponce Blvd

Oceanway 
Ave

Airport      Center Dr

N Main St

Cole R
d W

I-295 O
ff-R

am
p

Woodland Dr

Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way
Limited Access Right-of-Way

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For traffic heading north:Motorists wanting to turn left from US 17 to Cole Road West, will drive through the intersection, make a U-turn at the signalized median opening and then turn right onto Cole Road West.Motorists wanting to continue on US 17 or turn right onto New Berlin Road can proceed through the intersection as usual.
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Navigating the Intersection (Southbound)
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Cole Rd W

Ponce Blvd

Oceanway 
Ave

Airport      Center Dr

N Main St

Cole R
d W

I-295 O
ff-R
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p

Woodland Dr

Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way
Limited Access Right-of-Way

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For traffic heading south:Motorists wanting to turn left from US 17 to New Berlin Road, will drive through the intersection, make a U-turn at the signalized median opening and then turn right onto New Berlin Road.Motorists wanting to continue on US 17 or turn right onto Cole Road West can proceed through the intersection as usual.
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Navigating the Intersection (Westbound)
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Cole Rd W

Ponce Blvd

Oceanway 
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Legend
Road
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Right-of-Way
Limited Access Right-of-Way

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For traffic heading west:Motorists wanting to continue from New Berlin Road to Cole Road West will turn right onto US 17, make a U-turn at the signalized median opening and then turn right onto Cole Road West.Motorists wanting to turn left or right from New Berlin Road to US 17 can proceed through the intersection as usual.
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Navigating the Intersection (Eastbound)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For traffic heading east:Motorists wanting to turn left from Cole Road West to US 17, will turn right onto US 17, make a U-turn at the signalized median opening and continue north on US 17.Motorists wanting to continue from Cole Road West to New Berlin Road will turn right onto US 17, make a U-turn at the signalized median opening and then turn right onto New Berlin Road.Motorists wanting to turn right onto US 17 will simply turn right.
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Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way

Proposed Improvements
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Cole Rd W

Ponce Blvd

Oceanway 
Ave

Airport      Center Dr

N Main St

Woodland Dr

O
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Grassed 
Median

Addition of 
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Turn Lane

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Traveling north, US 17 will continue to be widened from two to four lanes. Access management improvements will be implemented in the form of grassed medians, shown in green and exclusive turn lanes, shown in yellow.
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Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way

Proposed Improvements
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continuing on US 17, the road will be widened from two to four lanes. Access management improvements will be implemented in the form of grassed medians, shown in green, traffic separators, shown in orange, and exclusive left turn lanes, shown in yellow.
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Legend
Road
Sidewalk
Grass
Traffic Separator
Right-of-Way

Proposed Improvements
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Cole Rd W

Ponce Blvd

Oceanway 
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Turn Lane

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Traveling north on US 17 until Airport Center Drive, the road will be widened from two to four lanes. Access management improvements will be implemented in the form of grassed medians, shown in green, traffic separators, shown in orange, and exclusive turn lanes, shown in yellow.
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Right-of-Way

Right-of-way acquisition is not 
anticipated 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of the design improvements, this project will no longer require right-of-way.All proposed improvements will be accommodated within the existing right-of-way.
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Environmental Impacts
•  No significant impacts to: 

• Air Quality
• Archaeological & Historical Sites
• Contamination Sites
• Floodplains
• Noise
• Threatened or Endangered Species
• Water Quality
• Wetlands
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Environmental considerations and possible impacts to the environment are important elements of the study. The proposed improvements will have no significant impacts to air quality, archaeological and historical sites, contamination sites, floodplains, noise, threatened or endangered species, water quality, or wetlands.
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Permits 

All applications for required 
permits will be made at the 
appropriate time
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
All applications for required permits will be made at the appropriate time.
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Project Schedule & Cost

32

Project Phase Year* Cost*

Design On-Going --

Construction and 
Construction Engineering & 

Inspection
Fall 2026 $41.42 Million

*Schedule and Cost are preliminary and subject to change

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Design phase is currently underway with the Construction Phase and the Construction Engineering and Inspection phase expected in Fall of 2026. The expected to cost for the Construction Phase and the Construction Engineering and Inspection phases is $41.42 Million.
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Project Website

For more information regarding this 
project, please visit the project 
website at:
www.nflroads.com/US17 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information regarding this project, please visit the project website at w w w dot n f l roads dot com forward slash US 17
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We Welcome Your Comments

3434

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We welcome your comments. Before any final decisions are made, the Department would like to consider your comments. You will be given an opportunity to provide comments momentarily.
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Michael Brock, PE
FDOT Project Manager

Florida Department of
Transportation, District 2
1109 S. Marion Avenue
Lake City, Florida 32025

(386) 961-7707 

Michael.Brock@dot.state.fl.us  

www.nflroads.com/US17 

Contact Information
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should you desire to provide written comments in lieu of, or in addition to comments made at this Hearing, you may email or send your comments to Michael Brock at the Florida Department of Transportation, District Two Office in Lake City, Florida. His contact information is on this slide, on the project website, and in tonight’s handout.
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Postmarked Comments

Please submit 
comments by

October 7, 2024
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
All public comments and questions are part of the Public Record and every method for providing public comments and questions carries equal weight. If you plan to submit a comment or a question after today’s Public Hearing, we ask that you do so on or before October 7, 2024. Written comments received on or before October 7, 2024, will become a part of the public record for this Public Hearing.
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FDOT Compass

COMPASS
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation’s mission is to provide a safe transportation system that ensures the mobility of people and goods, enhances economic prosperity, and preserves the quality of our environment and communities.To help us succeed with our mission, the FDOT has established 6 priority areas of focus which are shown on this compass graphic:Improving Safety for all transportation usersRetaining and training employees through Workforce DevelopmentStaying on the forefront of emerging Technology Serving the heart of FDOT, our CommunitiesImproving Resiliency on Florida’s transportation network, andEconomic prosperity through Robust Supply Chain
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Target Zero
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To further highlight some of the efforts of improving safety, FDOT has initiated a statewide initiative called Target Zero.  The goal of this mission is to reduce the number of transportation-related fatalities and serious injuries to zero.FDOT is taking several steps to improve how we plan, design, and operate our transportation system.  Improving pedestrian and bicyclist safety is part of our plan.



Thank You
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you, This concludes our presentation. We will now offer you an opportunity to make a statement.



Public Comment 
Period

40

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The floor is now open for comments.


